Appln.No.: 10/630,937 

Amendment dated June 14, 2006 

Reply to Office Action of March 14, 2006 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application:! 
Listing of Claims: 

1 (canceled) 

2 (currently amended): The method according to claim 4-5, wherein the first control signal 
represents an application that is in focus. 

3 (currently amended): The method according to claim -3-5, wherein the portion of the first 
pattern layer includes text representing a function associated with the key in an active application 
in the first context. 

4 (currently amended): The method according to claim 4-5, wherein the portion of the first 
pattern layer includes an icon representing a function associated with the key in an active 
application in the first context. 

5 (currently amended): 4-fee-A method aeeer4k » g- t e-6 l atfR-4 - for labeling a key on a hardware 
input device, wherein a plurality of pattern layers are associated with a key, one of first and 
sejCj»ld_p_atte^ 

said method comprising the steps of: 

* ill. < if • % I iO:P d On! Mil ! , oiik 

displaying at least a portion of the first pattern layer responsive to the first control signal 
in the ins; cont ext ; 

receiving a second control signal from the computer in a second context; and 

v - g l ortion of the second pattern layer responsive to the second control 

signal in the second context , 

wherein the step of displaying at least the portion of the first pattern layer includes 

illuminating at least the portion of the first pattern layer, and wherein the step of displaying at 

least the portion of the second pattern layer includes illuminating at least the portion of the 

second pattern layer. 
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6 (previously presented): The method according to claim 5, further comprising de-illuminating 
at least the portion of the first pattern layer responsive to the second control signal in the second 
context. 

7 (currently amended): The method according to claim 4-5, wherein the first and second pattern 
layers are in a region adjacent to the key. 

8 (currently amended): The method according to claim 45, wherein the first and second pattern 
layers are part of the key. 

9 (currently amended): The method according to claim 4-5, further comprising the step of 
discontinuing the display of the portion of the first pattern layer responsive to the second control 
signal in the second context. 

10 (currently amended): The method according to claim 4-5, wherein the first pattern layer 
includes first and second portions, said displaying the portion of the first pattern layer including 
displaying the first portion of the pattern layer. 

1 1 (original): The method according to claim 10, further including the steps of: 

receiving a third control signal from the computer in a third context; and 
displaying the second portion of the first pattern layer responsive to the third control 
signal in the third context. 

12 (original): The method according to claim 11, further including responsive to the third 
control signal, discontinuing the display of any portions of the first and second pattern layers 
displayed. 

13 (original): The method according to claim 10, wherein the first and second portions are 
mutually exclusive. 

14 (currently amended): The method according to claim 45, wherein the first and second pattern 
layers are electroluminescent. 
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15 (currently amended): A computer-readable medium having computer-executable instructions 
for performing a method of labeling a kc\ on :•■ h-a <U\ arc injur; ckr; ice , wherein a plurality of 
pattern layers are associated with a key; one of first and second pattern layers being disposed on 
top of the other of the first and second pattern layers, said method comprising the steps of: 

displaying at least a portion of the first pattern layer responsive to the first control signal 
in the fi rst context; 

receiving a second control signal from the computer in a second context; and 
f |j ivnig at least a portion of the second pattern layer respo nsive to the second control 
signal in the second context, 

wherein the step of displaying at least the portion of the first pattern layer includes 
""'< ' - ' M ' 1 - 1 1 ' ! be slop <. p s aying at. 

j c siion of the second pattern layer includes illuminating at least the portion of the 
second pattern lay er. 

16-19 (canceled) 

20 (currently amended): The input device according to claim WIS, wherein a first label 
displayed represents a character in a first language in a first context, and a second label displayed 
represents a second language in a second context. 

21-24 (canceled) 

25 (currently amended): A hardware T -he-input device a€gerdin& t - e - e l ai - m -- 2 - 3 for providing inputs 
to 3. :.conipu tor ..comprising: 

a plurality of input keys, at least one key being associated with a plurality of labels, each 

i \ COmC\\ r-sOi 1 d 1 1 1 ! ! I ! < 

change in response to a control signal representing a current context generated by the computer; 

a plurality of stacked layers configured to display the label representing the c u nj 
' ^ Q ltl£ IsO} 'L^po'i-r.L ;< A hw control signal , wherein the stacked layers are 
electroluminescent pattern layers located at the bottom of the key in a substrate of the key. 
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26 (original): The input device according to claim 25, wherein the key further includes a 
transparent top portion and optical components disposed between the transparent top portion and 
the stacked electroluminescent pattern layers, the optical components projecting a display of the 
label representing the context of the key from the electroluminescent pattern layers through the 
transparent top portion. 

27-48 (canceled) 

49 (new): The computer readable medium according to claim 15, wherein the method further 
comprises the step of de-illuminating at least the portion of the first pattern layer responsive to 
the second control signal in the second context. 

50 (new): The computer readable medium according to claim 15, wherein the first and second 
pattern layers are in a region adjacent to the key. 

51 (new): The computer readable medium according to claim 15, wherein the first and second 
pattern layers are part of the key. 

52 (new): The computer readable medium according to claim 15, wherein the method further 
comprises the step of discontinuing the display of the portion of the first pattern layer responsive 
to the second control signal in the second context. 

53 (new): The computer readable medium according to claim 15, wherein the first pattern layer 
includes first and second portions, said displaying the portion of the first pattern layer including 
displaying the first portion of the pattern layer. 

54 (new): The computer readable medium according to claim 53, wherein the method further 
includes the steps of: 

receiving a third control signal from the computer in a third context; and 
displaying the second portion of the first pattern layer responsive to the third control 
signal in the third context. 
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55 (new): The computer readable medium according to claim 54, wherein the method further 
includes responsive to the third control signal, discontinuing the display of any portions of the 
first and second pattern layers displayed. 

56 (new): The computer readable medium according to claim 53, wherein the first and second 
portions are mutually exclusive. 

57 (new): The computer readable medium according to claim 15, wherein the first and second 
pattern layers are electroluminescent. 

58 (new): The computer readable medium according to claim 15, wherein the first control signal 
represents an application that is in focus. 

59 (new): The computer readable medium according to claim 15, wherein the portion of the first 
pattern layer includes text representing a function associated with the key in an active application 
in the first context. 

60 (new): The computer readable medium according to claim 15, wherein the portion of the first 
pattern layer includes an icon representing a function associated with the key in an active 
application in the first context. 
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